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Torah’s Approach to People With Different  
Sexual Orientation (LGBTQ)  

Note: Though many of the sources below deal more explicitly with the category of SSA (Same-Sex Attraction), it 
appears that some of the same principles may be applicable to other categories as well. For more on transgender 
issues, see the index on this topic. 

[1] Sicha of the Rebbe on Purim 5746 (1986), and [1a] a free translation entitled “’Rights’ 
or Ills,” that touches upon various issues related to SSA – the fundamental problem, its 
social, emotional and health risks, its psychological manifestations and its actual threat 
to society and individuals. The Rebbe suggested clear-cut remedies and proposed a 
humane therapeutical approach, which takes account of the seriousness of the problem 
and still remains cognizant of the important aspect of self-respect and self-esteem of 
many men and women. Finally, the Rebbe urged to stop naming this issue an issue of 
“rights” – but to see it and treat it for what it really is – a serious physical, mental and 
spiritual problem which needs immediate help from concerned, devoted and 
compassionate people. [1b] The transcript of the above sicha with corrections in the 
Rebbe’s handwriting. 

Two letters from the Rebbe on the subject, [1c] one from 5737 [1976] and [1d] one from 
5746 [1986]. 

[2] A responsum of R. Moshe Feinstein from 5736 [1976]. 

[3] An excerpt of “Aids: A Jewish Perspective” by R. J. David Bleich in which he presents 
the Torah’s attitude of “non-acceptance” towards such lifestyle and behavior. “The 
validity or non-validity of the claim that homosexuality is natural rather than aberrant, 
or a normal state rather than an illness, is irrelevant to Jewish teaching regarding this 
matter.” 

[4] A letter by R. Ahron Feldman to someone with such an orientation. 
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[5a-d] Excerpts from “Judaism and Homosexuality: An Authentic Orthodox View” by R. 
Chaim Rapoport (London and Portland: Vallentine Mitchell, 2004): 

[5a] Discounting the argument that practicing homosexuals can be excused under 
the rubric of duress (anusim). [5b] Suggesting that “We have more than reason to 
believe that the only motivation that otherwise faithful Jewish homosexuals have 
for transgressing the prohibitions . . is the fact that they have no other legitimate 
outlet for their sexual and emotional desires. Consequently, the status of the vast 
majority of knowledgeable Jewish practicing homosexuals is—at worst—the 
Talmudic category of the ‘hedonistic renegade’” – מומר לתיאבון. [5c] Suggesting that 
“A careful appraisal of the ‘conditioning’ of an individual sexually active 
homosexual may well lead to the conclusion that the person in question ought to 
be granted the status of a tinok she-nishbah . . Consequently, we are duty bound to 
befriend and reach out to the individual homosexual with ‘words of peace’ and 
with ‘thick bonds of love.’” [5d] An article by the same author in which he presents 
his opinion regarding the proper general attitude towards people with such a 
disposition. 

[6] An article by R. Ezra Schochet. 

[7] An article by Dr. Joel B. Wolowelsky and Rabbi Bernard L. Weinstein on “Initial 
Religious Counselling for a Male Orthodox Adolescent Homosexual.” 

[8] An article by Joseph Berger in which he writes that “it can be stated quite 
unequivocally that in spite of an enormous amount of scientific research conducted 
over the past two decades, there is absolutely no scientific support for any physical or 
genetic causation of homosexuality, whatever any individual person, journalist or 
scientist may ‘believe’ or ‘claim to know.’” “[A] proper understanding of the literature 
demonstrates that there is no solid scientific basis for supporting a claim of a biological 
origin for homosexuality. Neither is there scientific support for any notion that anyone 
is born homosexual.” 

[9] A Hebrew presentation of suggested guidelines for the community’s attitude 
towards such individuals. 
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[1] Sichas Purim 5746.pdf



[1b] 'Rights' or Ills - with hagahos3.pdf
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[1b] 'Rights' or Ills - with hagahos3.pdf
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[5b] Rapaport - Mumar LeTeiavon.pdf
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________________________________________________________ 
Joseph Berger is a Consulting Psychiatrist in Toronto, Board Certi-
fied as a Specialist by both the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. He was an Examiner for the American Board of Psychiatry 
and Neurology for more than 25 years, and in addition to his full-
time clinical practice also taught as Assistant Professor of Psychia-
try at the University of Toronto. Between 2003–2011 he was On-
tario Representative to the Assembly or Parliament of the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Association. He is the author of “The Independent 
Medical Examination in Psychiatry” (Butterworth/LexisNexis 2002) 
as well as many medical papers. He is also a past Chairman of the 
Board and Past President of Canada’s largest Jewish High School, 
the Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto.  
 

Why the Recent Modern Orthodox 
Rabbis’ Statement on Homosexuality is 
Unhelpful 

 
 

By: JOSEPH BERGER 
 
 

Recently, a group of modern Orthodox rabbis released a statement 
that essentially encouraged the Orthodox community to be more 
accepting and tolerant of those who identify themselves as homo-
sexual.1 The statement was not per se a halakhic statement, and con-
tained no references to either basic sources or recent teshuvot. 

The introduction to the statement claimed that “mental health 
professionals” had been involved in producing it, and the statement 
contained a number of comments regarding the possibilities of 
change in terms of sexual behavior, and the possibilities of success 
of psychotherapeutic treatment. 

Looking at the list of those who had signed the statement, it 
would be obvious to people in different communities that particular 

                                                 
1  See <http://statementofprinciplesnya.blogspot.com/>. 

[8] Hakira Vol 12 - Berger.pdf
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